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The phenomenological representation of relations 
experienced by practitioner tutors 
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An Activity Theory Analysis of Practice and Teaching 



Two Camps 

• There is a symmetrical relationship 
between practice and teaching, but they 
are seen as two different and separate 
things and tension exists between them. 
Knowledge from practice is used in 
teaching students. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
She works four days a week in teaching, but as a subject in two activity systems she keeps the world of education and teaching as separate as she can from her practice. She does not want to link the two or merge them together across the boundaries of the activity systems, but prefers to maintain barriers to interaction. 



All I know is that I feel now, because I am 
financially in this place where I feel quite 
secure…….but I so desperately want to 
do my own thing more. And it’s really hard 
and I think how do I do it? (…) I just kind 
of, I think, I mean I really enjoy the 
teaching but I don’t want to be defined by 
the teaching I do want to achieve other 
things.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complexities in the object/outcome
The desire to be financially secure suggests possible motives for undertaking teaching that are not explicitly part of the collective activity system, but are very real aspects of the experience for the individual. The object/outcome of the activity provides the motive for undertaking the activity according to Engeström (2005). The most obvious aspects of the object/outcome are that students are learning and being developed as people and more specifically as neophyte practitioners. However, we all need to earn a living and this aspect of the object/outcome from this tutor’s point of view presents a tension that is at the forefront of her experience. For this tutor, described in the extract above, there is a very definite tension between the object/outcome, her motivation for engaging in the activity system of education and her practice and this remains unresolved. She needs to earn money to live and this can be achieved through teaching, but she also desires to be a designer and she does not earn enough from this work. Another tutor described being paid for her practice as a process of ‘legitimisation’, one that she normally acquired through being paid for teaching. 
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The case study indicates: 

• Major tensions: 
• Between both activity systems 
•  object of activity to earn money/ to 

practice your art/ to teach students 
about your art? 

• The subject, community and division of 
labour 

• Subject and rules 
 



Issues undermining identity 

• Lack of ‘legitimisation’ in either practice 
or teaching  

• Role in education unclear 
• Contribution to education under used 
• Non reconciled aspects of identity 
• A position of liminality between both 

practices which contribute to being a 
practice based academic 
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