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Enhancing Authentic Enterprise Education Through Assessment Mapping and Industry 

Engagement 

The Quality Assurance Agency’s Guidance on Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Education 

(2018) outlines a set of attributes and practices required for effective delivery, emphasising 

reflective teaching, collaboration between educators and stakeholders, and the creation of 

learning experiences that extend beyond the classroom. This innovative case demonstrates how 

these principles were operationalised to enhance authenticity and student engagement within 

the postgraduate module Entrepreneurship and Business Venturing at Buckinghamshire New 

University (BNU). 

Assessment Mapping Conceptualisation Process 

Feedback from programme committee meetings and module evaluations consistently indicated 

a strong student preference for greater industry involvement in programme delivery. As 

programme leader, I reflected on this need and sought to create a structured opportunity for 

students to interact meaningfully with external stakeholders while also strengthening the 

authenticity of the module’s assessment. 

In response, I led the organisation of the inaugural BNU International Business Management 

Conference, held on 12 May 2025. The conference aimed to bring academia and industry into 

closer dialogue and to provide a platform that showcased student innovation to external 

audiences. As part of this initiative, I designed an assessment-mapping framework that 

connected the module’s summative assessment, a business plan for a start-up idea, to the 

conference. Based on performance, ten high-achieving students were selected to pitch their 

ventures at an internal event. From this group, three finalists advanced to present their ideas to 

a panel of industry leaders at the conference, with cash prizes awarded. This approach 

significantly enhanced the authenticity of the assessment by simulating real-world 

entrepreneurial practice. 

Impact on Student Experience and Learning 

The initiative stimulated considerable student interest, elevating motivation and engagement 

across the cohorts involved. For the learners, the possibility of presenting to industry leaders 

encouraged higher levels of commitment and professionalism in preparing their business plans. 

Student outcomes also illustrate the initiative’s impact. For instance, the 2025 winner shared 

the following reflection on LinkedIn: 

“Over the past few months, I’ve been deeply immersed in learning, building, and pitching… 

That hard work paid off at the Buckinghamshire New University International Business 

Management Conference 2025, where I had the honour of pitching my business idea as a 

finalist, and I am even more thrilled to share that I WON! … Many thanks to the incredible 

panel of judges … and my incredible lecturer, Uchenna Nweke. I cannot forget you for many 

years to come.” 

The impact of the assessment-mapping initiative is also evident in the following testimonial 

from an academic colleague: 



“The student pitching panel also provided a valuable lens into how enterprise education can 

be delivered effectively. Attending this event expanded my professional network and offered 

fresh insights that I have since reflected on.” 

Contribution to Institutional and Sector Innovation 

Positioning an assessed component within an annual conference provides a distinctive 

pedagogical model and a unique selling point for the programme. This approach offers a 

replicable framework that other higher education institutions may wish to adopt as they seek 

to enhance student engagement, employability, and authentic learning. Furthermore, the 

initiative demonstrates how innovative student start-up ideas emerging from assessments can 

be nurtured into scalable ventures with the potential to generate economic and social value. 

The mapping process therefore not only enriches academic learning but also contributes to 

broader entrepreneurial ecosystems. 
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